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It has been our tradition on May 1st every year to celebrate the workers on their
annual celebration, and to extend to them on this day the highest congratulations
and blessings. However, this year we have seen that the celebration should
include recognition and appreciation for retired workers as they deserve to be
placed on our heads and their status raised because they are the ones who, after
Allah Almighty, are responsible for what we have achieved today.

Indeed, retirees are our fathers and ancestors in the history of labor unions and
workers, who started the journey and endured challenges much more difficult
than what workers face today. Their days and challenges were much more difficult
than those of today>s workers, and they have the right on us not to forget them
and to dedicate this year>s celebration to them, and even more.

Retirees represent a treasure for the youths of today»>s workers, and this treasure
may not be realized except by those who try to search for it and win it. They
possess the expertise that can raise the level of work in their institutions, and they
are prepared - as we have seen in them - to transfer that expertise to the current
generations. Therefore, Labor Day was the perfect opportunity for us to meet with
them, listen to them, and heed the wisdom and experience of the elderly.

Today, we are in the workplace, but tomorrow we will be retirees like them.
Therefore, those who keep their promise and remember those who preceded
them will come to the day when they will regain what they offered in their youth
and strength for the weak. Let our work be inspired by the saying of the Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him: «»Help me seek the weak ones, for you are
being granted victory and sustenance only because of your weak ones.»

The Bahrain Free Labour Unions Federation was able to anticipate this matter,
sense the issues of retirees, and defend them in all forums, providing support
through all available means and tools. It established the Bahraini Retirees Free
Center, which represents a wide segment of them today and operates according
to legal mechanisms to preserve their gains and demand the rights that were
diminished from retirees. Therefore, the focus of this year>s Labor Day celebration
was on the issue of retirees through the Bahraini Retirees Free Center, which
crowns May 1st as a celebration for them.

We conclude the statement of the organizing committee with thanks and
appreciation to retirees, promising them that we will never forget them or slack off
in defending their rights because we believe in their justice causes. We will work
with them hand in hand with all our strength to preserve their rights and gains.
Happy Labor Day to all retirees.
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